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Keep Calm and Believe in Yourself 

A SOL pep rally was held on Friday, April 22, to kick start the SOL testing that would begin 

the next week for students in grade 3-7.  Teachers and staff wore their “Keep Calm” shirts.  

Students in Pre-K—2 made posters to support the upper classmen.  Spike, our mascot, visited 

the classrooms and gave each student that will test a “Keep Calm”  bracelet to wear.    

At 2pm, everyone came to the gym for the much anticipated staff vs. 7th grade basketball 

game.  It was an epic game with many memorable moments that ended with the staff emerging 

as victors.  Mrs. Stacey Shepherd led the teacher and staff cheerleader show at halftime.  A 

3 point shooting competition, with each grade level choosing 2 representatives, ended the 

event.  Garrett Leftwich won that competition and his homeroom class received the spirit 

stick.  Thanks to our principal, Sandra Clement, for getting this all together.   

 

SOL Pep Rally Held on April 22 

Sidewalk greetings awaited 

the students as they unloaded 

the buses on testing mornings.   

What a great way to start the 

day!   



 

STREAM FAIR 

WINNERS 

K-3 Winners 4-7 Winners 

SCIENCE Winners 

K&1—1st—Jasper Estep 

2&3—1st—Eliza Clifton 

4&5—1st—Morgan Cambron   

         2nd—Curtis Busick 

         3rd– Seren Julian 

6&7– 1st—Lillian Estep 

         2nd—Branson Bolt 

         3rd—Makayla Hall 

READING Winners 

K&1—1st-Tie—Lacey Sutphin &                        

Cinthia Gutierrez 

        2nd—Tie—Ithaca Vaught & 

Addisyn Hall 

        3rd—Tie—Alexis Sawyers & 

Aidan Steele 

6&7— 1st—Arthur Dawson 

 

ENGINEERING Winners 

K&1—1st—Alex Crispin-Periban 

        2nd—Arabella Haynes 

        3rd—Caleb Clement 

2&3—1st—Kaden Shepherd 

4&5—1st—Irene Smith 

ART Winners 

K&1—1st— Jason Shepherd 

2&3—1st— Ginny Nations 

         2nd—Kelly Rubio 

4&5—1st—Gina Rubio 

6&7—1st—Xena Gammons 

         2nd—Savannah Wright 

         3rd—Carrigan Morrison  

Thanks to all the students who participated in our STREAM Gallery this year. 

This year we had over 75 STREAM Fair projects.  Four student projects were 

selected to be showcased at the Southwestern Piedmont Science/STEM showcase 

at the VA Museum of Natural History. Lillian Estep, Curtis Busick, Irene Smith 

and Kaden Shepherd all had their projects on exhibit.  Congratulations to all our 

students! 

A huge thank you to our Art teacher, Ms. Daumen, for the artwork displayed 

throughout the building and to our band and chorus teachers, Mrs. Julie Brown 

and Mrs. Sarah Martin for the musical selections at the end of the program.  

Thanks also to the STREAM Gallery coordinator, Mrs. Mary Slate.   

MATH Winner 

6&7—1st  -  Josh Fariss 

Kaden at the VA Museum 

of Natural History.  



 
Great Turnout for SOL Parent Information Night 

Thanks to all the family members who came to our SOL Parent Information Night! It was a huge success! 

We had over 75 folks in attendance. The session began with a pizza dinner in the cafeteria while       

Mrs. Clement reviewed general test taking information in a presentation. Gift card drawings were revealed 

before breaking out into grade level groups for more information from classroom teachers. Teachers in 

grades 3-7 spoke to parents about the test format, showed released test items, and provided resources 

for home to help students be ready and more successful on the Spring SOL tests. Thanks again for your 

continued support of student learning at Blue Ridge Elementary School. 

 

Carowinds 

The 7th grade band performed at the Carowinds Music 

Festival on Saturday, April 23. This was an excellent 

opportunity for these students to receive feedback on 

their music from expert musicians and conductors. I 

want students to know that playing music can take you not just to a 

theme park, but it can take you all over America and even parts of 

the world. There are chances to experience life in so many ways when 

you are apart of a performing arts group.  

BAND NEWS  

 From Mrs. Brown 

Band Camp 

I am offering summer band camp for current band students as well as rising 5th graders! Camp is FREE 

and lunch will be provided to all students. It will be held at PCHS during June 13-16. Transportation will 

be provided from BRES to PCHS each morning and afternoon. Mr. Whitt, the high school band director, 

and high school student volunteers will be working directly with current band students. The music is fun 

and entertaining, and our competition style games will challenge you and help you grow together as a 

group. You don't want to miss out on this opportunity! Permission forms will be sent home. Please contact 

me through email with any questions concerning camp this summer!! 

If you are in 4th grade but would like to play in the band in 5th grade then this is your opportunity to 

jump on in! I will have a chance for you to rent an instrument here at BRES on Monday, May 23 at 6pm in 

the cafeteria. Students who rent an instrument at this time, or have one at home to use, are eligible to 

attend band camp as well! Mrs. Brown, band teacher at BRES, and high school student volunteers will be 

working directly with beginning band students during camp. Information regarding the Instrument Rental 

Night will be sent home with students in the coming week. They will also have an opportunity to hear the 

6th grade band play and be introduced to all of the unique instruments they have the choice of playing 

next year! Please contact me through email or at 276-734-9152with any questions regarding camp or get-

ting an instrument. 

Rising 5th graders  

tel:276-734-9152


 

From the Guidance Counselor 

 

It has been an amazing three years for me here at Blue Ridge.  I 

have enjoyed getting to know each and every one of you--sharing 

laughs, creating ideas, building relationships.  I will miss everyone 

when I leave at the end of this school year, but please know that 

you will never be forgotten.  I feel so honored to have been part of 

your lives here at school, and I hope that you remember most of all 

that I believe in you and your future.  Thanks and much love! 

 

-Mrs. Lewis 

BRES Jr Beta hosted the spring semi-formal dance on Friday, 

April 8th.  The theme of the dance was "Sea Soiree."  Students 

in grades 4-7 showed off their best clothes and best dance 

moves, and enjoyed ocean theme snacks.  It was the largest 

dance Jr Beta has ever hosted.   

We are so glad we had you 

at our school!  We wish you 

the best of luck in your new 

adventure. We love you!   

BRES Staff & Students 



 

These second grade students are observing the tadpole 

stage in the life cycle of a frog. The tadpoles came 

from Mrs. Smith's 7th grade class. Second grade kept 

them for several days while finishing a science unit on 

plant and animal life cycles (SOL 2.4).  

Second Grade Science 

The 5th graders have been reviewing for their math SOL 

test.  Students headed to the hallways to complete a "Scavenger 

Hunt".  They traveled down a couple hallways in search of the math 

problems on their lists.  They have worked very hard this year.  We 

hope the scavenger hunt helps them prepare to do 

their best on the SOL test! 

7th Grade Science/4H  

The chicks are back at BRES!  The final 4H project for the seventh graders began on April 

5th.  Mrs. Byrd placed the eggs in the incubator and after three weeks of monitoring their 

process, we had chicks!  They were shared with other classrooms throughout the building and 

will soon be delivered to a local farm.  Thanks Mrs. Byrd and Mrs. Smith for all the exciting 

science activities we do throughout the year!  

New Library Bean Bags 

Mrs. Nolen received her new library bean bag chairs just in time 

for Mrs. Clement and Mrs. Shepherd to chill out after the SOL 

Pep Rally.  We are positive that the students will enjoy them as 

much as they did!   



Jr Beta hosted a campus clean-up on Saturday, April 30.  Students gathered at the school in 

the morning to clean and beautify school grounds.  Students raked leaves, picked up trash, 

washed signs, and planted new flowers in the Tammy T. Harrison memorial flower box.  Jr. Beta 

would like to thank Puckett's Plants for donating soil and flowers to the flower box.  Thanks to 

all who showed up to help!  The campus looks wonderful! 

 

BRES 5K/10K  

Saturday, May 7    5K—6:00     10K—6:30 

Kibler Valley in Ararat, VA 

Make sure to join us on Saturday, May 7, for the 3rd annual Bulldog 5K/10K.  Registration will 

be open from 4:30 until 5:30 on race day at Danube Church.  If you are not a runner/walker, 

bring your lawn chair and cheer the runners/walkers on!  There will be concessions–hotdogs, 

chips and drinks-for sale during the race.  A representative from the You Better Run store in 

Mt. Airy will also be set up at the church.  This is a family oriented event!  Hope to see you 

there!  

 

Jr. Beta Campus Cleanup  

Reminders for the End of the Year 

1.)  Mega and Pool Party—It’s not too late to attend!  Simply make a $10 donation to the PTO 

and you will be eligible to attend the party for your grade level.  See Mrs. T. Bowman or  

Mrs. Clement if you have any questions. 

2.)  The 7th grade promotion ceremony will be held on June 1 at 6:00 in the gym. 

3.)  The Award ceremonies for grades Pre-K—6 will be as follows on June 2: 

  Pre-K—3 — 9:00 in the gym 

        4-6 —10:00 in the gym 

  School will dismiss at 12:20. 

4.)  Yearbooks will be back shortly.  A few extras were ordered and will be available for pur-

chase on a first come, first serve basis. 

Have a Wonderful Summer!   



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 

PTO 7 PM 

Kindergarten & 

Pre-K perform 

Kindergarten 

Orientation 

5:30—6:30  

3 

SOL—5th 

 Math Part 1 

4 

SOL—5th 

 Math Part 2 

5 

SOL—4th 

 Math Part 1 

6th/7th Band 

Concert PCHS 

6:30 

6 

SOL—4th 

 Math Part 2 

Girl Scouts 

 

 

7 

BULLDOG 

5/10K  

6 PM 

 

8 9 

SOL—6 & 7 

Reading 

Challenge 

 

10 

SOL—5th  

Reading Part 1 

 

11 

SOL—5th  

Reading Part 2 

12 

SOL—4th  

Reading Part 1 

Kindergarten 

Trip 

 

 

13 

SOL—4th  

Reading Part 2 

 

 

14 

15 

 

16 

SOL—7th  

Civics 

 

17 

SOL—3rd  

Reading Part 1 

 

18 

SOL—3rd  

Reading Part 2 

 

 

19 

DARE Graduation 

1PM—Library 

 

20 

 

2nd and Pre-K 

Trip 

 

21 

 

22 23 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

SOL and Pre-K 

Trip to Mt. Airy 

 

27 

Volunteer 

Luncheon 

 

28 

29 30 

Memorial Day 

No School 

 

31 

Mega Party  

 Pre-K—2  

Pool Party  

3-7 

 

JUNE 1 

7th Grade  

Promotion  

Ceremony 6 PM 

 

JUNE 2 

Awards Assembly 

Pre-K-3 – 9:00 

4-6—10:00 

Early Dismissal  

12:20 

JUNE 3 

Teacher  

Workday 

 

JUNE 4 

MAY 2016 


